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1 MESSAGEROMTHECHAIRMAN

In line with ourmission tofacilitate awareness and educational
programmes and demonstrate models of best practice within the

community of Mamelodi, the School Governing Body (SGB) of the JNF Frans Mamogobo
Walter Sisulu Environmental Centre was able to achieve its Chairman: JNF Walter Sisulu Environmental Centre School
organisational objectives. 2@has been a good year financially which Governing Body

meant that we could do more projects than usual.

This year ouattendance numbers stdlised at11678as we were still
short on staff

Some highlights of the yearere the following:

International Year ofSustainable Tourism

We had a number of activities to support this themétoliday programme
for youth clubswvho were taken on a tour through Mamelodi, learning
about their own heritage. We got funding from SAASTA to celebrate
National Science Week am¢k alsopresentedtraining for educators in
performing artsthat culminated in a play festival.

Mandela Day Together with SAGEoundationwe had a volunteerism day
at Mahube Primarystarting a vegetable garden to support the soup
kitchen of the school.

At this point let me thank my colleagues, @iakeholders, The Jewish
National Fund, the schools, and the community at large for thediess
support in 207.

A special thank you to odundersg without their support the very
important work ofthe Centre and the role it plays within the community,
would not have been possible.
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2 BACKGROUND:

The Jewish National Fund, Walter Sisulu Environmental Centre in
Mamelodi, founded in September 2004, is an environmental
discoveryCentre that aims to raise awareness and mobilise
communitybased environmental champions.

Our visionis to be a¢ading Environmental Educatiore@ire that will
mobilise the community to become community based environmental
champions.

Our missionis to create a culture of community conservation in
Mamelodi and Southern Tshwane throufgtilitating awareness,
education and programs and to demonstrate models of best practice
within the community.

TheCentre demonstrates in practical and visible ways actions that
could be taken by South Africans that promote both sustainable
development olfectives and climate change mitigation.

Since inception we have hest overl112000learners at our €ntre in the
key learning areas of Water, Waste, Energy, and Biodiversity with
Curriculum based educational activities that support teachers and
educate anl enable learners with outanes based activities that are
stimulating, fun and informative.

The Centre also supports professional development of educators and
grounds staff from Southern Tshwane schools.
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The Mamelodi Greening Programme iscanmunityprogram
through which the Centre has planted over 23 000 trees in schools,
homes and othepublicplaces in the last five years.

This report details the numbenf learners and educators that visited
the Centre and ouachievements as set out by our fourategic
goals.

The following fougoals were developed to executiee ideals in our
vision and mission:

2.1 Tobe aneffectiveand cleademonstration of environmental
practice andconsciousness

2.2 Tobe social and practicallglevantto our beneficiariesand the
broadercommunity

2.3 Toextent® { 9 ImQattandoutreachinthebroader
community

2.4 Tonurture effective and healthycommunicatiorthat supports our
ability to flourishandgrow



3 OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

3.1 GOALONE

TOBEANEFFECTIMEDCLEAREMONSTRATIORN
ENVIRONMENTRRACTICEND CONSCIOUSNESS

The buildings and surroundings of tBentre demonstrates practical ways
that can be implemented to live sustainably. The garden supports a
permaculture garden to demonstrafeod production, a wetland,
grassland and forest biome

The permaculturggarden demonstrates growing food korking with
nature rather than against.iHere we demonstrate how to use resources
such as wateand soil sustainably. Ogarden is designesio thatenergy

is used efficiently, wateresources are conserved and integrated into the
garden systems, anautrients are recy@d to feed the soil by making our
own compost.

This year we managed to repair our wetland of which thtjrwas

severely damaged by crabs. As a reshét water leaked and the water
levels were too low and needed to be topped up too often. We have now
managed to stab#e the situation and are very proud of the two white
faced whistling ducks who movedamdraised two ducklings

Recycling of waste: Jabu Mthombeni manages the recycling and all material
brought in by learners are separated on the grounds and taken away by
informal recyclers.

Thentreobtaineda GreerFlagfrom EcoSchoolin 2010that certifies
our commitmentto sustainableesnvironmental managemen
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3.2 GOALTWO
BE SOCIAL AND PRACTICALLY RETEVANR BENEFICIARIESTAND
BROADER COMMUNITY

3.21 Centrebasedorograms:

In2017 wehostedl1678learnersinthe Biodiversity, Water Wise Energy,
and Waste rooms asvell asin the living classroomgarden.

Generally, the éntre contacts the schoois the district to make
them aware of theactivitiesat the @&ntre and the appropriaténk to
the CurriculumSchoolsnakebookinggo attend specificactivities

The school programs for 20%upported the international themes
InternationalYear of Sustainable Tourism

The 207 visits can be broken down p#teme room as follows:

Water Room 3899
Biodiversity Roonb775
Waste Room443

Energy Roon808
Other Programmes753 learners

=A =4 =4 4 4

3.2.2 Speciafocusprogramsfor learnerswith special needs

We managed to accommoda8® learners from schools with special needs. 80
of the learners were from Tshegofatsong, which is a school in Mamelodi that

focus on learners who are mentally handicapped

Programmedor educatois

In the third term we presented four workshops for Intermediate phhge Skills
educators on Performing Artpresented by Blackdoor Studidhe theme was

folklore and supported the International Year of Tourism
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Theworkshops culminateéh a play festiveon 24 October 2017 enschools
participatedand captured the audience with their performance.




3.23 EnvironmentalCalendaDays:
T World Water Month 24 March

1 BiodiversityDay22May On 26 July volunteers from the Sage Foundation and personn
{1 MandelaDay: 18luly from our Centre cameogether to create a food garden at

I National Science Week Mahube Valley Primary School as part of our annual Mandela
Day Project. The school is a letegm partner of our Centre with
an active WSEC Environmental Youth Club that undertakes
various activities at school. Phaseflthe project included the
completion of the garden infrastructure (relaying of water,
fencing, prepping and edging of beds with recycled 2L bottles
prevent soil erosion) and was followed by a planting event dul
Arbor Week in September. The food dan now suppats the

2017 Nelson Mandela Day 67 minutes of volunteerism

World Water Day: 24 MarchThe theme was Water and Sanitatior
for a Healthy Future to emphasise that everybody has the right ti
have access to sufficient, safe and acceptable water that is
affordable. A media and community campaign culminated in the
Walk for WateiMarch that tookplace on 24 March in Mamelodi.
Learners were mobilised to collect pledges in their community ai

ONBIGS W2l GSNIAa [AFSQ LX I O A0K22t Q3 a2dzd {AGOKSY 6AlGK
garden.

before handing our memorandum to the MMC for Water and Infr
structure ClIr Daryl Moss calijrfor our water resources to be
protected. The event was well attended and all organisations
showed solidarity in this common goal. We concluded the
programme with the Water Wise message from Rand Water and
performance by Manzi.
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National Science Week

2017 was declared as the International Year of Sustainable Tourisn
Development by the United Nation€elebrationgecognisel the importance of
tourism in fostering better understanding among peoples everywhere, in lea
to a greater awareness of the rich heritage of various civilisations and in brir
about a better appreciation of the inherent values of different cultures, there
contributing to the strengthening of peace in the world. It is also important
rememberthat our heritage include not only our cultural heritage but also ¢
natural heritage, and protecting our planet and resources is part of beir
responsible tourist.

The programme presented at our centre had three components
1) Programme for learners Two programs presented for 5 Natural Scier

learners, taking a tour of our centre and discovering the different vegeta
types of South Africa.

2) Listen to Women in Scienderofessor Nancy Phaswaiafuya, winner of
The National Science and Teclogyt Forum Women in Science Award 2017
(TW KambulNSTF Awards: Researchers) addressed mothers and daughte!
from 6 Mamelodi schools during Science Week to encourage them to pursu
careers in Science. Professor Phaswisiaduya is one of only a few black
epidemiologists and she motivated the girls to use every opportunity to maki
the best out of themselves.

3) Community memberdrom Mamelodi were invited to learn about medicinal
values of various indigenous plants and trees in our garden. They also
undertook a tour of our Community Connect Nursery where we propagate o
own indigenous shade trees, indigenous shrubs, plantspeedicinal plants for
use in our greening programmes. In the nursery everyone had the opportun
to learn some horticultural skills by making and planting cuttindgch they
could take home.
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Holiday Programme

Also supporting the theme for International Tourism and
Developmentwasa four- day programme presented to our

3.3 GOALTHREE WSEC youth clubs during the school holidays. Part of the
¢h 9.-¢9b5 2{9/Q{ Lat!/ ¢! b5 h! ¢w9 program was a tour through Mamelodi to showcase the
COMMUNITY humbling beginnings of the townshgnd to highlight its

rich history. The tour was very educational as Mamelodi
3.3.1 WSEouthClubs has a lot of interesting history. The learners enjoyed the

tour and it stimulated interest in our tourism sector to local

cultural and natural heritage sites in Mamelodi for
Annua”y Grade 10 and 11 learners from Life Sciences members from our Youth Clubs

from all the schools in Mamelodi are invited to enter
a team of four learners for our Environmental Quiz.
On 27 May fifteen (15) teams of four learners each
competed in the Environmental Quiz on BiodBiby.
Congratulations to the winning team from Phateng
Secondary School

Environmental Quiz

Camp:46

December at

Bushpigs

About 60 learners were
able to attend a lovely an
adventurous three days &
Bushpigs near Modimolle
They could participate in
activities such as the
mudstacle, game viewing
hiking, and nature studie

The winners were taken on a tour to the Cradle of
Humankind, during July school holidays.
















